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General Meeting— Annual General Meeting and Members Night— Tuesday 5 April at 7.30 p.m. 
via Zoom 

Speaker: Andy McCauley from the “Save Karaaf Wetlands' campaign 

Talk title: The impacts of excess storm water flows upon the Karaaf saltmarsh and possible solutions to the problem. 
Andy has worked tirelessly for many years to bring this growing problem to the attention of the many authorities 
responsible for preventing damage to the saltmarsh. He has agitated to bring about the changes needed to mitigate the 
problem and prevent further problems occurring as rapid urban expansion in the region leads to more storm water 
run-off from urban zones. Á recently commissioned report has shown the full extent of the problem and the factors that 


created the excess flows https: //thesandscommunity.com.au/karaaf-report/ 
General Meeting— Tuesday 3 May at 8.00 p.m. 


Speaker: Mark Rodrigue, Marine and Coastal Protected Area Manager, Parks Victoria 
Talk title: 20 years of Marine National Parks in Victoria. The meeting is planned to be in person at the club rooms. 


In the last few months we have welcomed ... 
Casey Scott, Belmont 


We wish him a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of ‘Zoom and Room’ for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the time/month of year. 
Excursions are running normally and it is no longer necessary to register for excursions or use QR codes to sign in. 
For indoor meetings a QR check-in (or written check-in) is required, and participants must be fully vaccinated. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 25 April 2022 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the May edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gínc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.ginc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongínc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The front cover photo by Lothar Hohaus is an Echidna busily heading along an old road at West Barwon Dam on 
29/2/22. 


The back cover photo by David Boyle is a Bassian Thrush seen at the Erskine Falls excursion 20/3/22. 


Committee report 2021 


verview 

We did not have a President or Vice-President in 
2021, so this is once again a Committee Report with input 
from several committee members and group leaders. 


On behalf of the club, the committee wishes to thank all 
members who have contributed to, and participated in, 
club activities during the last year. As well as those people 
in formal committee positions and subcommittee chairs, 
this includes group coordinators; presenters; excursion 
leaders; Geelong Naturalist (GN) contributors, editors and 
proof-readers; those who prepared environmental 
Submissions to councils and other bodies; and those who 
participated in surveys. Without your support the club 
could not function. 


At the time of writing, we have nominations for President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Minutes Secretary, and 
Treasurer, and we intend some re-allocation of tasks to 
better spread the load across the Commitee, but sadly no 
new faces have as yet nominated. Furthermore, given that 
we currently do not have anyone prepared to take the 
roles of Program Coordinator, Excursion Coordinator or 
Speaker Liaison Officer past 2022, the new committee will 
need to review what activities need to be cut back in 2023 
if we are unable to recruit more members into coordinator 
and other leadership roles. We currently have a lot of 
members double (and triple) hatting which is not 
sustainable. 


Our surplus continues to grow, with limited opportunity to 
progress initiatives due to COVD-19: see the Treasurer's 
Report for details. An article in the April 2022 Geelong 
Naturalist lists the ideas that are being considered and we 
remain open to other ideas, particularly if people are 
prepared to help progress them. 


Membership 

Our membership increased by roughly 10 per cent for the 
third year in a row, to 313. The 53 new members more 
than covered the 23 who chose not to renew. 


sadly, Nan Smiles (who joined the club in 1965), Pearl 
Bruhn (1968), Life Member Graeme Tribe (1974), Roy 
Whiteside (1978), lan Lyon (1979), and Cecily Lawrie 
(1980) all passed away in 2021. Rustem Upton, who had 
to resign his role as Program Coordinator due to ill health 
during 2021, died far too young in early January 2022. 


General Meetings and Excursions 

We were hoping for a more normal year, but 2021 was 
much like most of 2020 with cancelled events, limitations 
on numbers and several last-minute changes to plans 
(which we hopefully managed to communicate in time). 
2022 looks more settled, with excursions now running as 
normal. We have planned for a mixture of face-to-face and 
virtual meetings as they both have their advantages. 


Various COVID-19 waves meant that we only managed 
one in-person meeting, a social one in December at the 
Botanic Gardens. All other meetings were via Zoom, and 
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our presenters (and members) were much more proficient 
with the technology with videos, sound, and audience 
interaction. Presentations covered the usual wide range of 
topics; Fox Eradication on Phillip Island with Duncan 
Sutherland; Wet Forest Invertebrates with Nicholas 
Porch; Victorian Volcanic Plains with Jess Lill and Aimee 
Jackson; Marine Mammals with Matt Montemurro; Lower- 
Barwon Watering Management with Sharon Blum-Caon; 
Fat-Tailed Dunnarts with Millie Scicluna; Airborne and 
Infrared Monitoring Programs with Dale Appleton; a Tour 
of the Southern Skies with Kelly Clitheroe, and Park 
Management with Stuart Lardner. 

A few planned excursions had to be cancelled due to 
travel restrictions, and we tried to stay close to home, but 
we visited Balyang Sanctuary, the Meredith Education 
Area, Lake Victoria, the You Yangs, Teesdale, and 
Eastern Park. 

After no work in 2020 we managed to get into our 
Boneseeding area in the You Yangs on two separate 
weekends, but in one case had to abandon at midday due 
to a snap COVD-19 lockdown. We also hosted Clean-up 
Australia Day events at Seaview Park and Jerringot. 


Plant Group 

Identification of the plant observations uploaded to 
iNaturalist by GFNC members during the bioblitz gave us 
many challenges. It is amazing how extensive the 
combined botanical knowledge of our group can be when 
we work together to focus on identifying difficult or rarely 
seen plant species. The entry of photographic 
observations into iNaturalist has revolutionised the 
identification and recording of flora records and allowed us 
to share and discuss our sightings. 


GFNC members presented many interesting and 
informative short talks on local plants during the year. 
Thanks to Susan, Marilyn, Bernie, Lorraine and Alison for 
their contributions. Topics included the plants from the 
Brisbane Ranges, Long Forest plants, Eucalypts, Parrot 
Peas, Tree Everlasting and Cassinias, and identifying 
Centauri species. Grasses can be a particularly daunting 
group of plants to identify, but Beth gave two extended 
talks on the characteristics and identification of local 
grasses that allowed us to greatly increase our 
knowledge. Recently, Genna helped further our 
understanding of the Austrostipa species. 

In August Tim D'Ombrain gave a fascinating Wider 
Geelong Flora Lecture on the flora mapping tool he has 
developed that allows accurate prediction of plant species 
at a particular site by using a range of special, climactic, 
and geological characteristics. This information is critical 
when planning revegetation programs or searching for 
remnant habitat containing threatened species. 


The short-lived easing of restrictions in October allowed 
us to conduct a plant survey at Murgheboluc where we 
found an array of grassland plants, including several 
rarely seen species. Being able to enjoy these plants in 
the company of our plant-enthusiast friends was a 
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highlight of the year. We hope to be able to continue with 
more field work in the coming year. 


Bird Group 

Our annual Quiz, especially designed to be ‘Zoom-friendly’ 
kicked off the year and was enjoyed by all who joined 
though, perhaps, the competitive edge that comes from all 
being together in teams in the meeting room was, at least, 
a little diminished. It was re-run in July to provide another 
opportunity. 


After the cancellations and lockdowns of 2020, we 
managed some very enjoyable excursions—a combined 
‘welcome back’ club excursion at Balyang in January 2021 
was thoroughly enjoyed. From March to June we enjoyed 
Bird Group excursions to assorted locations: 
Wooloomanata, Batesford, Winchelsea and Freshwater 
Creek. The latter was beautifully led by Lynne Cannard in 
loving memory of Colin who died tragically in November 
2020. We were able to re-convene in November to finish 
off the year with a most enjoyable jaunt around the north- 
eastern section of the Bellarine Peninsula especially with a 
most interesting visit to the Indented Head Woodland 
Reserve (Seascape Drive Woodlands )—a new City of 
Greater Geelong reserve. 


All our meetings were conducted via Zoom and we had 
numerous outstanding presentations on many and varied 
topics. Karen Rowe shared her insights into the results of 
the Birregurra bio-acoustics project; we then enjoyed a 
BirdLife double-bill with Marta Ferenczi outlining the Swan 
Bay/Mud Islands Action Plan and Chris Timewell 
reminding us about the critically endangered Swift Parrot. 
Noted author Harry Saddler gave a thoughtful and 
insightful reflection on urban nature with a virtual journey 
along some hidden gems of the Yarra River. Nigel Jackett 
gave a stunning and extraordinarily captivating personal 
account of how he and friends successfully planned an 
expedition to search for and find the Night Parrot in 
Western Australia. A month later Michelle Hall zoomed in, 
also from Western Australia, to share her fascinating story 
of Magpie-lark antiphonal calling. Heather Mcginness 
brought us up to date with the satellite-tracking project she 
leads for the CSIRO, which is shedding so much new light 
on the movements of waterbirds across our vast continent. 
In August we were treated to our first international guest 
when author Jennifer Ackerman joined us from the USA, to 
share her thoughts on The Bird Way. Two keen and 
engaging young researchers Johanne Martens and Helena 
otokes gave us our second double-bill of 2021 as they 
joined forces to tell us of their research into ‘Parrot 
diseases in Australia and beyond’. Federation University 
researcher Birgita Hansen shared the latest results from 
Latham's Snipe surveys which GFNC members have been 
dedicating much time to over several years. We finished 
off the year with a thought-provoking and erudite 
presentation from the Queensland Chief Scientist, Hugh 
Possingham, detailing ‘Changes in abundance of birds and 
bird surveying. 

John Newman and Craig Morley produced the monthly bird 
highlights for the GN which provide an insight into the 
observations of our fascinating birdlife. 2021 certainly 
looked very different with the July and September Orange- 
bellied Parrot surveys cancelled for volunteers, shorebird 
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Surveys completed with a low-key approach and some 
Hooded Plover wardening was able to be completed. We 
could not carry out any Reedy Lake RPA surveys but have 
funds remaining from a Corangamite CMA grant for more 
surveys in spring/summer 2022. Some members 
thoroughly enjoyed the Upper Barwon Landcare Surveys 
which re-commenced in 2021. 


Fauna Group 

The Fauna Group carried out seven three-day surveys 
during 2021 with variable success, at Sutherlands Creek, 
Sand Pit Road Carlisle Heath, Sheoaks, Manna Gum 
Place, Mannerim, Pt Lonsdale, and Hargreaves Road 
Carlisle Heath. 


Progress on the CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Project 
has been mixed. At Sutherlands Creek we monitored a 56- 
tile grid which was established as part of the February 
three-day survey. It has been disappointing that we have 
not found any reptiles under the tiles, although there have 
been a few frogs found on most occasions. At Manna Gum 
Place we carried out a three-day survey which produced 
only House Mice and a Black Rat, however one of the 
property-owners has found both an Agile Antechinus and 
two Brush-tailed Phascogales, so there is a great deal of 
potential for further surveys in 2022. We have now been 
denied access to the Common Land but retain, and 
monitor, the tiles on the CoGG reserve. 


At Bannockburn Bush North we have a 28-tile grid set out 
in a search for reptiles. The object here is to develop a 
contrast with the tiles set out in the main central block 
where there are regular reports of Little Whip Snakes, 
Eastern Three-lined Skinks and Garden Skinks. To date 
we have found only Jacky Lizards and Eastern Tree-lined 
okinks in the North block. 


At Swan Bay we have not been diligent in our search for 
Swamp Skinks under the tile grids we have on the west 
shore of Swan Bay and this project needs to be revived. 

A new project being set up relates to the wetlands and 
Moonah Woodlands between Ocean Grove and Point 
Lonsdale. Our initial survey in October was not productive, 
but it gave us some initial look at how the project could 
proceed. 


Our future program has been approved for another three 
years with both the WSIAEC and DELWP providing the 
relevant approvals and permits. 


Conservation Group 

The Conservation group was involved in making 
Submissions to or providing advice on a diverse range of 
projects and issue. The key matters were: 

Bellarine Basin 

This area will be returning to public use. Nesting Wedge- 
tailed Eagles are being monitored and the Plant Group 
plan a flora survey in 2022. 

Bellarine Distinctive Areas Landscape (DAL) 

GFNC made a submission to the draft Statement of 
Planning Policy which was developed over a three-year 
period with extensive and wide-ranging consultation and 
input. Pressure applied by development proponents has 
led to a Panel Hearing on the matter and the GFNC will be 
represented. 


Motorcycle track Fyanstord 

The original application made to CoGG for the construction 
of a motocross motorcycle track was rejected unanimously 
by Council. In the meantime, unpermitted works had been 
undertaken to construct the track including earthworks 
close to the river. 

The Applicant lodged an appeal to VCAT opposing the 
CoGG decision. VCAT separated the issues and decided 
to deal with the absence of a Heritage Proposal for the site 
in the first instance. The proponents withdrew their appeal 
prior to the VCAT hearing. 

CoGG and relevant State Govt departments are now 
pursuing the developers to attempt to have the site 
restored to its original state. GFNC continues to support 
the residents’ group, EPA, CoGG and CCMA in their work 
to ensure that the track doesnt progress and that the land 
is suitably rehabilitated. 

Northern and Western Geelong Growth Areas 

Planning is continuing and is to include community 
consultation on a range of issues in relation to these sites. 
Issues that arise for GFNC include rehabilitation of the 
Batesford Quarry and impacts on the river systems, the 
unresolved rehabilitation of the unauthorised works at the 
Fyansford (motocross track) site, and various in-danger 
flora and fauna in the Moorabool riparian zones and in 
remnant grasslands which may be impacted by further 
development. 

CoGG SE Bellarine Project 

The Community Stakeholder Group includes the GFNC. 
The project has moved along quickly with a masterplan due 
for release soon along with a detailed Coastal 
Management Strategy for the Buckley Park area. 

Viva Energy LNG Project — Corio 

GFNC is maintaining a watching brief on this issue. The 
EES (Environmental Effects Statement) is out for public 
comment. We have concerns around the safe disposal of 
dredge spoil contaminated by heavy metals. A separate but 
similar proposal by VOPAK offshore Pt Wilson has recently 
also become public, and we will watch there as well. 

Other matters the group addressed included 

- Upper Barwon Eel Investigation 

- CoGG Biodiversity Strategy Advisory Group 

- Bellarine Catchment Network strategic planning meeting 
- CCMA Lower Barwon Seasonal Watering Proposal 

- Planned Burns in the Brisbane Ranges and Anglesea 

- Follow up of the Lonsdale Lakes development 

- Review of local Ramsar sites 

- Avalon Corridor Strategy 

- CoGG Biodiversity Strategy Advisory Group 

- Barwon Water Sustainable Water Strategy 

- The Barwon Heads Road Upgrade (near Jerringot) 

- Bird watching platform and signage for the Barwon 
estuary 

- Breamlea/Bancoora and Karaaf wetlands fresh water flow 
issues 


Environment Fund 

The club operates a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Fund 
to provide tax effective means for members and the public 
to make donations to support the club's purposes. In 2021 
the fund supported one Project, ‘Movement and spatial 
ecology of Powerful Owls in Western Victoria’ with a $500 
grant. 


Late in 2021 the Fund received a very generous $20 000 
anonymous donation. We called for projects and activities 
that could be supported by the fund and several worthy 
proposals were received. The Fund Management 
Committee will recommend several projects for funding in 
April 2022. 

The Federal Government changed the law applying to the 
operation of DGR funds requiring them to operate as 
registered charities. During 2022 the Management 
Committee will need to work through how this is to be 
achieved. 


Geelong Nature Forum, BioBlitz and Nature Challenge 
Despite the initial cancellation in 2020, and the repeated 
lockdowns in 2021, we did manage to hold the Geelong 
Nature Forum ‘Where the Rivers Run’ at the National Wool 
Museum. Unfortunately, we could not hold a main day with 
speakers and workshops, however the exhibition looked 
fantastic and was in place from 2 October until Sunday 28 
November including a free entry day on 20 November. 


The exhibition was expanded to include not only the nature 
volunteer groups but also the contribution by local primary 
schools of ‘The Alphabet Bird Project’ curated by Mary- 
Jane Walker (including a soundscape from artist Vicki 
Hallet), and the Work of Nature portraits by Doug Gimesy, 
including our own Trevor Pescott. 


The City Nature Challenge ran from 30 April to 3 May with 
3368 observations of 1102 species found by 83 observers 
with 298 people helping with identifications. The Great 
southern Bioblitz was held from the 22 to 25 October to 
allow for the Australian spring. COVID-19 restrictions 
affected this and it was a little quieter than the Clty Nature 
Challenge, with 1952 observations of 703 species found by 
41 observers with 210 people helping with identifications. 


Nature Records 

One of the purposes of the club is to faithfully record 
biodiversity information and to disseminate that information 
for the study and appreciation of natural history. Club 
surveys and field studies are an important component of 
this but so Is members recording their own observations. 
With the advent of eBird and more recently iNaturalist, the 
quantity and quality of information collected by members 
has risen dramatically. In 2021, despite the many 
lockdowns, approximately 7000 eBird checklists (almost 
100 000 individual bird observations) were submitted, 15 
000 observations were recorded in ¡Naturalist, and 1010 
observations registered on the club web site. 

All club observations from these various reporting routes 
are incorporated in the Atlas of Living Australia. The GFNC 
and its members has again proven to be the most active 
environmental/ naturalist club in Australian for gathering 
species biodiversity data in 2021. 


Publications and Communications 

Throughout each year we are fortunate to receive high- 
quality contributions to the Geelong Naturalist from 
members and others on a range of interesting and 
Stimulating topics. The club thanks the twenty-six 
contributors who over the past year have collectively 
shared their learning and knowledge with us through 
informative articles, news and reports. 
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In relation to future directions for the publication, in 
November the Committee accepted a recommendation 
from the Publications and Communications Subcommittee 
that the club cease producing the printed version of the 
Geelong Naturalist and publish as PDF only. The club 
continues to print a few copies for distribution to those 
members without direct or ready access to email. The 
move away from printing copies marked a significant 
change in the production of the publication and has 
opened the opportunity to review and redesign the 
Geelong Naturalist. A review will be undertaken in coming 
months. 


The GFNC Facebook Page, used to promote club events 
to the public and keep the wider community engaged, had 


over 1500 followers at year end. The Facebook Group, for 
club members, has many regular contributors with a steady 
stream of questions, interesting observations, superb 
photos and posts about a variety of topics. We used our 
website to publish some simple ID guides to help support 
the Bioblitz and we also restarted use of the events 
system, which, together with Facebook and the bi-monthly 
Newsletter helped when we had to change planned events 
at short notice due to lockdowns. Finally, our relatively new 
Instagram site has 500 followers, with video posts 
providing particularly popular. 


Treasurer’s report 2021 


ummary 
The club (excluding the Environment Fund) ran a $14 
370 surplus in the 2021 financial year, against a budgeted 
$10 000 deficit. About half of the difference was due to 
COVID-19. The main changes to plan were 

- only being able to print/post one edition of the Geelong 
Naturalist ($2500) 

- deferring production of the Geelong Bird Report to 2022 
($5000) 

- not being able to undertake Reedy Lake flights due to 
COVID-19 ($7000) 

- lower maintenance and purchase of new equipment 
($8500) 

- an unexpected bequest ($1500) 

- a restricted Nature Forum ($1000) 

- holding meetings online ($1000) 

- higher membership numbers ($1000) 


Income 

Membership income of $10 950 came from 58 joint 
memberships, 186 individual memberships and six 
corporate/library memberships. Membership fees were 
held at the same rate as 2020 and remain unchanged for 
2022. 


We received $2235 in donations, including a $1500 
bequest. Bank interest fell to $268 and will be lower again 
next year as term deposit rates keep falling. 


We again received $5000 from the City of Greater Geelong 
associated with community bird survey work at Sparrovale 
and expect a further $5000 in 2022. We also received 
$2000 from Upper Barwon Landcare and $600 from 
Batesford Landcare for survey work 


Expenditure 

Ongoing expenses in 2021 were lower than normal. 
Geelong Naturalist printing and postage was only $265 
with just one edition due to damage at the Gordon Printery, 
and equipment and survey costs were also low ($645) due 
to limited activity. Meeting room hire was only $70 as the 
room was unavailable for most of the year and we had a 
rebate from 2020. IT and other general costs were only 
$194 mainly because our webhosting costs are biannual. 
Insurance and Incorporation fees of $1224 were normal. 
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Graham Possingham, Honorary Treasurer 


We spent $1211 on the postponed Nature Forum. Total 
costs in 2020/21 were covered by grants in prior years. We 
continued to fund our Gordon Scholarship of $1000 and 
will increase our support to $1500 for 2022. We also 
Supported several environmental organisations, with 
donations of $100 each to Environmental Justice Victoria, 
BirdLife Australia, and the Victorian National Parks 
Association. We also supported our two key observation 
record partners: eBird with $104 ($US75) and iNaturalist 
with $100. We also helped fund Powerful Owl research, 
with $500 from the Environment Fund plus $500 from the 
Club account. 


We spent $454 on memberships with other organisations 
including the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of 
Geelong Botanic Gardens, the Victorian Environment 
Friends Network, the South-East Australian Naturalists' 
Association, and Geelong Sustainability. Some of these 
are reciprocal arrangements. 


Net Assets 

Cash/investment balance, excluding the Environment 
Fund, is $70 232. This includes a $29 488 Term Deposit 
that was rolled over another 12 months. We reduced the 
carrying value of our physical assets to allow for 
depreciation and retirement. Total assets are $120 660. 


Environment Fund 

The fund had an unexpected anonymous donation of $20 
000 (in addition to $740 other donations) and now holds 
$22 668. The trustees of the fund have solicited proposals 
from various environmental, scientific, and educational 
organisation so that we can spend that money over the 
next few years: and potentially also draw from general club 
funds. 


Forward Planning 

We continue to have an unnecessarily high cash balance. 
At the last AGM we called for ideas on how to spend it, but 
COVID-19 made it difficult to action these. The 2022 
budget allows for a deficit of approximately $11 000, which 
includes an $8000 provision for such proposals. We will be 
asking members again for suggestions, particularly if they 
are prepared to manage the spending. 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
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CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013/038R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021 


INCOME 

Subscnptions from members 

Proceeds from fund raising 

Donations 

Donations to Environment Fund 

Grants incl. for field surveys 

Bank interest 

Sale of books, pens, clothes 

Sales of Geelong Bird Report 
Total Income 


EXPENDITURE 

Meeting-room hire 

Guest speaker expenses and fees 
Statonery, IT & printing - general 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post 
Geelong Bird Report 

Gordon Scholarship 

Nature Forum 

Subscnptions 4 memberships 
Donations 


Equipment - purchase, repair & maintenance 


Field surveys - expenses 
Library 
Camp & Excursion payments 
Exhibition & Displays 
Other special projects 
Environmental Fund Grants 
Sundries 
Items for resale 

Total Expenditure 


SURPLUS 


ASSETS 

CBA Cheque A/C 

CBA Savings account 

CBA Term Deposit 

Equipment 

Library stock 

Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop 
ltems for sale 

Environment Fund 


Total Assets 
LIABILITIES 
Unpresented cheques 
Total Liabilities 
NETT ASSETS 


Notes 
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145.00 
25,461.80 


1,162.34 
1,033.12 
1,211.24 
2,601.90 
1.60 
1,000.00 
4,942 30 
509.00 
660.59 


4,620.00 
610.00 


551.09 
400.03 
19,569.35 


3,919.45 


31/12/2020 


4561.14 
21,505.29 
29,467.60 
11,425.00 
17,392.64 

250.00 
320.00 
2427 Of 


01,616.24 


01,616.24 


2 Only 1 edition was printed 
3 Most expenditure was is 2020, as postponed to 2021 
4 Reedy Lake flights postponed to 2022 


5 Total 31000 grant for Powerful Owl research 


6 Clothing 
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01/01/21 - 31/12/21 


ws eA a a oo A 


A oA 64 


J 
10,950.00 


2,035.00 
20,740.00 
T 600.00 
261.53 
539.00 


42,131.53 


69.34 
230.09 
173.40 

1,224 37 
265.50 


1,000.00 
1,211.48 
454 00 
504.30 
535.26 
110.00 
197.45 


00.38 
500.00 
21.10 
531.90 
1,720.05 


34,411.48 


3111212021 
19,231.00 
21,507.43 
29 40.60 
10,067.00 
11,392.64 

250.00 
50.00 
22,667 97 


120,659.72 


120,659.72 


1 $5000 from CoGG, $2000 from Upper Barwon Landcare, 
and $600 from Batestord Landcare 


Notes 
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Lepidoptera 


member posted a photo recently on our Facebook 

page of a caterpillar which was eating her grapevine, 
and mentioned that ‘the butterflies are smallish, black with 
some red, yellow and white markings”. The larvae 
appeared to me to be those of the Grapevine Moth, 
Phalaenoldes glycinae, which prompted me to think about 
the differences between moths and butterflies. The 
following is an edited version of the report | wrote for The 
Geelong Naturalist in November 1996 of a meeting of the 
now defunct Biodiversity Group. 


BIODIVERSITY GROUP MEETING 27/11/1996 
Topic: Lepidoptera 


The meeting was attended by ten of our regular members, 
and the topic was “Lepidoptera”. Lepidoptera are the moths 
and butterflies. Confusion has always existed as to what Is 
a moth and what is a butterfly. This is further aggravated 
by the existence of a third group, which fits somewhere 
between the two, the skippers, family Hesperiidae. Using 
the distinctions discussed here, and others, it appears that 
Australia has about 250 species of butterflies, 106 species 
of skippers and over 20 000 species of moths, many as yet 
undescribed. 


Moths, butterflies and skippers differ in structure and 
behaviour, with differences in antennae being the most 
readily observable. Moth antennae are thread-like (filiform) 
or feather-like (plumose), whereas butterfly antennae are 
always clubbed. The skippers’ antennae have hooked 
ends. The Castiniid moths, however, have clubbed 
antennae like the butterflies. 


Ade Foster 


The fore- and hind-wings of most moths, and one skipper, 
are joined by a frenulum—a bristle, or group of bristles, 
which hold the wings together in flight. This is never 
present in butterflies, but it is absent in some moths too. 


Butterflies and skippers are never true night flyers, 
whereas most moths are. However there are several 
species of moth, with clubbed antennae, which are active 
day flyers. 


The pupae of butterflies are always naked and exposed, 
the pupae of skippers are often covered with a powdery 
substance and hidden in rolled grasses, while many moths 
pupate in silken structures ranging from simple to 
elaborate. 


The method of rest is often considered diagnostic— 
butterflies with wings together above the bodies or, in 
sunshine, held flat to the sides. Moths generally rest with 
wings ‘tented’ above their bodies, but the Geometridae 
mostly rest with wings flat on either side. Skippers use 
either method and sometimes both at once—fore-wings 
together and above, hind-wings flat on either side. 


So, the distinction between butterflies, moths and skippers 
is very blurry. 


Richard South said it most succinctly in his two volume 
work The Moths of the British Isles published in 1908. 
When asked about the difference he said, ‘Moths and 
butterflies belong to the Lepidoptera. All those Lepidoptera 
which are not moths are butterflies’ (except for the 
skippers). 


Clean Up Australia Day report 
6 March 2022 


VV e had two successful clean-up events again this 
year, Jerringot and Seaview Reserve. 


Jerringot (Lorraine Leversha) 

We had 16 participants including 3 from the golf club and 4 
members of the public who turned up despite the bleak 
day. We collected 11 full bags of rubbish and recycled 2.5 
bags of cans and plastic and glass bottles. This year we 
were asked to specifically record the number of face 
masks, of which we picked up 29 in total. | passed on to 
our council contact the presence of a large quantity of 
bottles and cans strewn around the council carpark to the 
south of the wetlands so hopefully this will be cleaned up 
before it blows into the wetlands. Thanks to all our 
members who turned up and helped. 


View of Seaview Reserve native grassland on the Belmont escarpment as seen from Barrabool Road 


Lorraine Leversha and Rod Lowther 


Seaview Reserve (Rod Lowther) 

The wet and windy weather for the clean-up Australia 
activities at Seaview Reserve cleared for a couple of hours 
allowing the event to proceed. While 5 GFNC club 
members attended, good support was given by local 
residents with a few families arriving to help out. All up 18 
people divided the area up in manageable portions 
resulting in the clean-up taking a little over an hour and a 
half to complete. The Reserve was much cleaner than last 
year and supplied bags were adequate for the collection, 
which resulted in 13 half-full bags. Rubbish was mainly 
broken glass bottles on the sloping areas of the reserve 
and other general litter including packaging paper along 
the pathways. Only one face mask was found this year. 
The publicity around the clean-up has had a positive 
influence on the residents’ appreciation of this reserve and 
its environmental values. 


kd o - 


Photo: Rod Lowther 
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Bird Group excursion report—Queenscliff’s Princess Park and 
foreshore, Swan Bay mudflats and Rail Trail. 


24 February 2022 


he excursion started with a look around Princess Park 

where there were several highlights to observe. Of 
particular interest was the breeding colony of Little Egrets 
in a large Stone Pine. This colony is understood to be the 
only Little Egret breeding colony south of the Murray River. 
There were several active nests and both adult and 
juvenile birds were observed. The 2 long plumes from the 
nape could be seen on some of the breeding adults. 
Several Nankeen Night Herons were also seen in the same 
pine tree. There were juveniles, immatures (with black 
crowns) and adults. Troy observed a Crimson x Eastern 
Rosella (hybrid), noting the predominantly Eastern Rosella 
type plumage with blue cheek patches. A total of 21 
Species were observed in the park. 


> A - = 7 LZ Er 
Juvenile Nankeen Night Heron, Princess Park, Queenscliff, 
24/2/22. Photo: Karyn Brown 


From the park we walked across to the main pier. 
Highlights on the beach were 12 Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers and 15 Pacific Gulls. On the pilot pier to the 
south were several Black-faced Cormorants and Pied 
Cormorants. A group of 3 Australasian Gannets flew by. 


Peter Sullivan 


Looking through the telescope we were able to see the 
very distant Gannet breeding colony at Pope's Eye. 


From the pier we walked to the southern shore of Swan 
Bay. The tide was dropping, revealing the muddy shore. 
We had some close-up views of Crested Terns that were 
resting on dinghies moored close to the shore. Well out in 
the distance were large numbers of Black Swans. We were 
lucky to see 4 species of migratory waders that included 
Eastern Curlews, Common Greenshanks, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints. 


We walked about 600 m along the Rail Trail where we saw 
several bush birds including the Singing Honeyeater, White 
-browed ocrubwren, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater and 
Brown Thornbills. Walking along the rail trail we gained 
elevation which gave us magnificent views over Swan Bay. 
A juvenile Nankeen Night Heron on the shoreline provided 
the photographers on the excursion with a great 
opportunity for some close-up photos. 


A total of 41 species were observed on the mud flats and 
Rail Trail walk. 


The excursion finished off with lunch in Princess Park. As 
we were packing up to leave a flock of 25 Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos landed in a near-by Pine Tree. A fitting 
finish to a very enjoyable morning of birding. 


The total number of species for the excursion was 48. 
The full bird lists can be seen using the links below: 
Princess Park 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S103612349 
Queenscliff Foreshore Reserve 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S103612376 
Queenscliff Mudflats 


httos://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 10361244 7 


Do you have any unused Australian bird field guides (or even 
binoculars)? 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund has received an application from MacKillop 
Education Geelong to support funding a class set of binoculars and bird field guides for their 
MacKillop Education Mindful Twitchers. The binoculars and field guides would be used to 
support small classes of special needs students (eight, aged from 6 to 18 years old) to engage 
with the environment. Let us know if you can help with a donation of field guides or binoculars 
in good working order. In the future we would be looking for GFNC members to volunteer to 
assist the teacher with guidance on use of binoculars and bird ID with the guides. 


Contact David Boyle: davidboyle48@qmail.com. Graham Possingham and Barry Lingham. 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (OGNR) 


24 March 2022 


istory of the OGNR 

Prior to European settlement the Bellarine Peninsula 
was mostly open Grassy Woodland habitat that was 
maintained in that condition for millennia as a result of the 


Barry Lingham 


darker ssp. albiscapa Grey Fantails were seen as well as 
the locally breeding ssp. alisterí. Both subspecies of 
otriated Pardalote were seen. Also in bushland along the 
track were several immature male Golden Whistlers, 


regular burning and caring for country by the Wadawarrung Silvereyes, Superb Fairywrens and Brown Thornbills. An 
peoples. Farming began in the area in the 1840s. From the adjacent ploughed paddock contained large numbers of 
1850s to the 1940s, tan bark stripping of wattles to feed the Little Ravens and Australian Magpies fossicking in the dirt. 


local tanning industry occurred on a farm owned by the 
Cuthbertson family. During the late 1960s the GFNC was 
involved in lobbying that resulted in a parcel of bush that 
was part of the original farm being purchased via public 
subscription and grants to form the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve. 


In 1968 a Committee of Management for the OGNR was 
formed that included representatives from Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club. Jack Wheeler was elected as the first 
Chairman and Trevor Pescott was elected as secretary. 
Following an enormous amount of effort by all involved, in 
1971 the 143 ha Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was 
opened to the public. In 1997, the management was 
transferred to Parks Victoria. The OGNR remains as the 
largest intact remnant bushland on the Bellarine Peninsula 
and it attracts many bird species rarely seen elsewhere on 
the Bellarine. 


Bird movements at the OGNR 

From mid-March to mid-April there is movement of 
migratory bird species so this is a good time to try 
birdwatching at the OGNR. Most of the cuckoo species, 
Dusky Woodswallows, Sacred Kingfishers and Rufous 
Whistlers begin to move northwards to winter in northern 
Australia. 


There are several subspecies of birds that breed at the 
OGNR in spring and then move northwards over winter. 
They include the Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa ssp. 


alisteri, Silvereye Zosterops lateralis ssp. westernensis and 


the Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus ssp. ornatus. 


As those particular subspecies move off, their Tasmanian 
cousins, Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa ssp. albiscapa, 
Silvereye Zosterops lateralis ssp. lateralis and Striated 
Pardalote Pardalotus striatus ssp. striatus start to cross 
Bass Strait and move in for the winter to replace the 
departing birds. Flame Robins, Swift Parrots and some 


A Red Fox was watched as it hunted for prey in the 
paddock. The distinctive ‘clinking’ call of the Grey 
Currawong was heard and a Brown Goshawk created 
momentary panic among smaller birds as it swept through 
the tree tops. 


Our excitement was stirred by the discovery of a Rufous 
Fantail moving along the boundary area and we continued 
to add many new species as we reached the Manna Gum / 
Grass Tree zone in the northwest corner. A juvenile Flame 
Robin was the first record for the OGNR this season. The 
secretive Rose Robin was another highlight. Several small 
circular patches on the ground that were cleared of leaf 
litter were a clue to the presence of another great sighting 
— Painted Buttonquail. Unfortunately a dead specimen of 
this species was found in the southern section of the 
OGNR. 


Painted Button Quail (deceased), OGNR, 24/3/22 
Photo: David Boyle 


Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrikes most probably also move from To cap off the list of ‘rarely seen’ species, several 


Tasmania to overwinter locally although the exact source 


participants were able to spot a Swift Parrot in a eucalypt. 


of the birds arriving at the OGNR has not been determined. This critically endangered species regularly visits the 


Other birds such as the Rufous Fantail, Satin Flycatcher, 
Rose Robins, Yellow-faced Honeyeater and White-naped 
Honeyeater leave the Otway Plain and Ranges to pass 
through the OGNR during autumn migration. 


As well as migratory species moving about, there is a 
dispersal of species from within the Geelong Region to the 
OGNR and surrounding farmlands. Immature Golden 
Whistlers, Pink Robins, Blue-winged Parrots, Eastern 
Spinebills and Musk Lorikeets can be seen more often in 
the autumn/winter period. 


The 24 March GFNC Excursion 

lt soon became apparent that the group attending the 
excursion were in for a good day. As we walked westward 
along the North Track, many small birds were noted. The 


Bellarine Yellow Gums in this area during autumn. 


After a short morning tea break, we completed a circuit 
walk of the Jack Wheeler Wetlands before returning to the 
picnic area to complete the ‘bird call’ list. Overall, a very 
impressive 42 species plus 5 other taxa (Subspecies or 
hybrids) were seen. It was very pleasing to see that the 
OGNR remains a haven for many species that are 
declining across the Bellarine area. 


Thanks to Craig Morley for providing identifications and 
recording the bird lists and to members Karyn Brown and 
David Boyle who supplied photographs for the eBird list. 
The full list of bird species seen on this excursion to the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve may be seen at: https:// 


ebird.org/checklist/S105466448 
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Crested Pigeons in the Geelong region— An update 


using records submitted to eBird. 


years by multiple reports across a wide area from Bacchus 2005 (see Figure 1). 


Frequency of recording on eBird checklists 


Frequency 7: 
Pa) 
C 


2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 


Figure 1: The frequency with which Crested Pigeons were recorded on complete” eBird 
checklists in the Geelong region? 2000-2021. 


Richard Alcorn 


L is not often that we know the precise period when a new Marsh to Werribee, Lethbridge and Freshwater Creek 

species colonised our region, but thanks to diligent (Hewish 2002). 
observation and recording at the time, and a 
comprehensive report in the Geelong Bird Report 2000, 
this is the case with the arrival of the Crested Pigeon in the 
Geelong region. In essence, a small invasion in Werribee 
in August 1999 was quickly followed over the next two 


This article briefly describes what has happened since, 


After 2002, Crested Pigeons were recorded with increasing 
frequency on eBird checklists, reaching current levels by 


The range of the Crested Pigeon continued to expand, to the extent that today they can be found in farmland and urban 
areas across the entire Geelong region, avoiding only the forests of the Otway Ranges see Figure 2). 
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Figure 2: Locations where Crested Pigeon were recorded in the Geelong region in 2021 (eBird). 
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The Crested Pigeon is now one of the most familiar 
members of the Columbidae (pigeons and doves family) in 
the Geelong region. Only the Spotted Dove is recorded 
more often in eBird (see Table 1). 


Spotted Dove 3,442 
Crested Pigeon 2,048 


Rock Pigeon 


1 
Brush Bronzewing gg 0.5 


Peaceful Dove <0.1 


Table 1: Frequency with which each species of Columbidae 
appeared on complete eBird checklists for the Geelong region, 
2021. The number of complete checklists submitted for this 
period was 12 672. 


References: 
eBird, accessed 10 February 2022 https://ebird.org. 


eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD relDec-2021. Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Dec 2021. 


Hewish, M. (2002) Crested Pigeons: range expansion into 
the Geelong region since 1999. In Geelong Bird Report 
2000: 65-75. 


tA complete checklist is one where the observer has recorded all 
birds that they can identify. 

“With respect to eBird statistics, the Geelong region comprises 
the local government areas of Greater Geelong, Queenscliffe, 
Surf Coast, Colac-Otway, Corangamite, Golden Plains, 
Moorabool, Melton and Wyndham. 


Crested Pigeon at Belmont Common, 30 October 2021. 
Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Vale John Landy 


ohn Landy AC CVO MBE FTSE, who died on 24 

February this year at the age of 91, was best known to 
the general public as an elite athlete and as a respected 
Governor of Victoria from 2001 to 2006. 


However, we also admire and remember him fondly as an 
excellent naturalist and for his many associations with our 
region, including with the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
(GFNC). 


He had a lifelong interest in butterflies and beetles, 
donating an extensive butterfly collection to Angair (held in 
the Angair library) as well as a large collection to the 
Australian Museum in Sydney. 


His environmental interests were, however, much broader 


Deborah Evans 


and far reaching, and he was a foundation member of the 
Land Conservation Council from 1971—79. 


John's love of the natural world was expressed eloquently 
in two books, Close to Nature (1984) and then A Coastal 
Diary (1993) about the wildlife of the coast around the 
Bellarine and Otways, with wonderful photographs and lots 
of interesting observations. 


Closer to home, John was the guest speaker at the first 
GFNC meeting in 1961 and we were honoured to have him 
as our guest again at our 50th anniversary in 2011. 


The Club sends its condolences to his wife Lynne and their 
two children, Matthew and Alison. 


Membership renewals 


Just a little reminder that memberships were due on 30 March. We have 67% of Joint/family memberships paid 
up but only 52% of Ordinary memberships, so please transfer your money or post your cheque pronto. 
Check the email sent in January to see if the details we have on file are all still correct and let us know of any 


changes to address, email, phone number etc. 
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March 2022 fauna report 


hort-beaked Echidna: On 21 February one was seen 

walking across a track off Gundrys Road, Bellbrae 
(GGt), and on 25 February another was found near the 
West Barwon Reservoir during the Yaugher fauna survey 
(GFNC). On 17 March one was watched as it wandered 
across the mown verge of the Forrest-Birregurra Road and 
into the area that had been burnt four days earlier. A check 
on the site showed many active ant-nests so the echidna 
was in for a feast! (TP) Another was noted on the fire-break 
verge in Delaneys Road near Barwon Downs on 20 March 
(GP,JPo). 


Common Ringtail Possum: One was found dead without 
visible injuries at the base of a pittosporum street-tree at 
Victoria Terrace, Belmont on 15 March (TP). 


Common Brushtail Possum: At Zillah Crawcour Park, 
Newtown, one was seen in a tree, wide awake in broad 
daylight, on 10 March (GP,JPo). 


Swamp Wallaby: One was noted road-killed on You 
Yangs Road near McNaughton Reserve, Little River, on 22 
February (GP,JPo). One was noted on Barham River 
Road, Apollo Bay on 12 March (CMo). On 26 March at 
10.00 a.m., one was seen beside the Little River in the 
Little River Ripley Reserve (TP). At 8.15 a.m. on 30 March 
one was seen in Highton bounding east along Pinecrest 
Drive, then stopping and turning left at Cortland Drive- 
would imagine much to the surprise of an approaching 
vehicle which slowed suddenly at that point. Hopefully the 
wallaby made it to safety somewhere west’. (DE) 


Rakali: One was watched as it swam across the Barwon 
River from east to west just downstream from Queens Park 
Bridge on 1 March (CFr). 


Red Fox: At Moolap on 19 February, two were seen on the 
margins of Reedy Lake (JN). One, a small individual, 
possibly a young animal, was seen at the front door of a 
house, near a parked car, in Highton at 9.40 p.m. on 26 
March. lt was seen when a motion-sensitive light was 
switched on (GP). 


Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


Feral Cat: One seen crossing Big Rock Road near the car 
park in the You Yangs on 1 March (SRo). 


Feral Goat: Two were seen feeding on roadside 
vegetation beside Great Circle Drive east of Rockwell 
Road in the You Yangs on 2 March (SRo). 


Macquarie Turtle: The remains of a turtle with lacerations 
to the carapace, probably caused by motorboat propeller 
blades, were found in the Barwon River between the Ring 
Road and Merrawarp Road, Ceres on 7 February (BSm). 


Southern Brown Tree-frog: One heard calling during the 
last week from among vegetation in the garden in West 
Geelong (HSc,LBr). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: On 20 March one was heard 
calling from Blanket Leaf Picnic Ground, Otways (GP,JPo). 
On the previous day many were heard calling from every 
waterhole beside the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Road (1P). 


Spotted Grass Frog: One freshly dead with signs of 
predation was found at Jerringot on 6 March (JN). 


Jacky Lizard: Two including a tiny individual, found under 
tiles at Bannockburn Bush Reserve North on 8 March 
(HSc,LBr, TP). 


Garden Skink: Five seen in leaf litter and under a log at 
the You Yangs on 2 March (SRo). 


Lowland Copperhead: Lake Murdeduke, a juvenile about 
20 cm long, seen on the flood plain where there are many 
large soil cracks, on 5 March (GP,JPo). 


Little Whip Snake: Three found under separate tiles at 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve (centre block) on 8 March 
HSc,LBr, TP). 


Observers: BSm, Brett Smith; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; 
CMo, Craig Morley; DE, Deborah Evans; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield: 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance 
Breguet; SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


eBird Global BIG day 
Saturday 14 May 2022, 


An annual celebration of the birds around us, when people can submit one list from their garden or multiple 


lists from some of their favourite birding spots well beyond their neighbourhoods. https://ebird.org/australia/ 
news/global-big-day-2022 


We will have a Zoom online session at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 5 May to help people prepare for the day 
and learn more about eBird and the phone app. 
Please register your interest/ability to attend, for planning purposes, 


with Craig by email at craigmorleys@bigpond.com 


Following Dean Ingwersen’s excellent presentation on Regent Honeyeaters some folks might like to 
follow this link to learn more: https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2021.0225 
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Yaugher fauna survey 
24-27 February 2022 


ntroduction 

Recently we were advised that a ‘planned burn was to 
take place in the north-east section of the Yaugher Forest 
Park about two km north of Forrest. With the co-operation 
of DELWP at Colac, we had the opportunity to carry out a 
fauna survey immediately before the burn, then repeat the 
activity in coming years to monitor the return of the fauna. 
The results of our survey are detailed here. 


Weather 
Mainly fine and warm. 


Method 

Elliott traps: Five sites were selected in the two areas 
proposed to be burnt, and transects each of 10 small Elliott 
traps were set. The traps were baited with the standard 
mix of peanut butter, oatmeal and golden syrup. The traps 
were in place for three consecutive nights. 

The five trap-lines were as follows: 

Site 1: On the east side of ‘central track’ which runs 
between Centre Road and the track that separates the 
native forest from the Yaugher pine plantation, Plantation 
Track East (PTE), 1 km south of PTE. 

Site 2: Along a new fire-break south-east of PTE and south 
of the waterhole known as WP72. 

Site 3: Off PTE in the area between WP72 and Seven 
Bridges Road. 

Site 4: East of the main Forrest-Birregurra Road, 0.6 km 
south of the Seven Bridges Road junction. 

Site 5: East of the main road, a short distance north of the 
Centre Road junction. 


Night walks: We undertook two night walks along the site 2 
firebreak track on 25 and 26 February, noting a Koala and 
two Sugar Gliders in native forest, three Common Ringtail 
Possums (one in native forest, two in pines). Bats were 
also seen. 


Harp traps: Two set along the site 2 firebreak track for one 
night on 26 February. 


Sword-grass Brown butterfly, Yaugher, 24/2/22 
Photo: Lothar Hohaus 


Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


Results 
Elliott traps 


25/02/22 Bush Rat, one wt 137 g 
26/02/22 Agile Antechinus, male wt 27 g 
A Agile Antechinus, wt 25 g 


Site 4 | Agile Antechinus, male wt 26 g 
Agile Antechinus, male wt 20 g 


Site 5 | Agile Antechinus, male wt 25 g 
Bush Rat, wt 137 g 
27/02/22 Agile Antechinus, male wt 17 g 
— =r Bush Rat (no details recorded) 
A Lad Agile Antechinus (no details 
recorded 
A lata Bush Rat (no details recorded). 


Harp traps 


21/02/22 Chocolate Wattled Bat, three males 
Lz Eastern False Pipistrelle, one male 


lt Southern Forest Bat, one male 
Ss Little Forest Bat, one male 


Mammals 

Agile Antechinus: Seven were caught in the Elliott traps; all 
of the six whose details were recorded were males, their 
weights varying from 1/—27g, the average 23 g. They were 
present at all sites. 

Koala: One noted during a night walk, and seen again in 
the morning, at site 2. 

Sugar Glider: Two seen at site 2 at night. 

Common Ringtail Possum: One at site 2 and two in the 
pine plantation at night. 

owamp Wallaby: One seen near Yaugher. Two seen near 
site 3, scats and foot-prints noted in sandy soil; one also 
noted at the start of site 4. 

Chocolate Wattled Bat: Three caught. 

Eastern False Pipistrelle: One caught. 

Southern Forest Bat: One caught. 

Little Forest Bat: One caught. 

Bush Rat: Four caught. 


Reptiles/frogs 


Tiger Snake: One seen between sites 2 and 3 when the 
traps were being set out on 24 February. 
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Yaugher Bird List 
Australian Wood Duck 


White-throated Needletail 


Powerful Owl 


Brown Thornbill 


Southern Boobook 


Laughing Kookaburra Golden Whistler 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Gang-gang Cockatoo Grey Butcherbird 


2 

2 

2 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

2 
Long-billed Corella 


Crimson Rosella 10 
10 
12 


White-throated Treecreeper Grey Fantail 


Superb Fairywren Scarlet Robin 


Eastern Spinebill 3 
Red Wattlebird 


The most important sighting was the Powerful Owls—one 
seen and photographed at night, and another heard. They 
roost in the pine trees in the extreme north-east corner of 
the Yaugher plantation and presumably hunt in the 
adjacent forest where we observed koalas, ringtall 
possums and gliders. Ringtail possums were also 
observed in the pine plantation. 

On a previous occasion Common Brushtail Possums were 
also found in the adjacent forest. We do not Know where 
the owls nest but there are several large hollow trees in 
the forest which appear to be suitable. 


Invertebrates 

No systematic search was made, but some incidental 
observations were made. One highlight was the discovery 
of a Banksia Jewel Beetle Cyrioides imperalis. Another 
interesting observation was two Narrow-leaved 
Peppermints which had ‘buttresses’ of insect frass and 
moss accumulated around the base, in which were huge 
colonies of ants. The ants had ‘highways’ along the 
fissures in the bark up the tree trunks. The ants have been 
identified from photographs posted on iNaturalist as a 
species in the genus Anonychomyrma. Barry found 
another similar colony near trapping site 3. 


White-browed Scrubwren 


Pee 
| rane 
Er e 


Australian Magpie 


Pied Currawong 
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2 
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Powerful Owl, Yaugher, 25/2/22 
Photo: Lothar Hohaus 


Thanks 

We appreciate the cooperation of DELWP in allowing us 
access to the site when some final preparation for the 
planned burn was still being undertaken. The bird list was 
compiled by Scott, with additions added by other 
members. 


Permits 

The survey was carried out in accordance with our 
WSIAEC project approval 38.21 and DELWP permit 
10010270. 


Note: The area east of the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road 
was burnt on 15 March and the area off Plantation Track 
East—excluding the corner around trapping site 3 as we 
requested—was burnt on 23 March. 


Fauna Survey—Bambra 7-10 April 2022 


To continue our study of Bambra and the adjacent area the following details are for our next survey. 


Thursday 7 April, 1.00 p.m. Meet at the Bambra hall/ tennis courts to set out equipment. 
Friday—Sunday, 8.00 a.m. Meet at the Bambra hall to check the equipment. 


Note: Bambra Hall is on the Bambra-Aireys Inlet Rd just off the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Rd. 


For further details contact Trevor on ppescott@qmail.com 
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March butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 
here have been some unusual butterflies this month, photographed and submitted to ¡Naturalist. And finally, a 
including an addition to our Geelong list—Macleay's Dainty Swallowtail. 
Swallowtail. One was first seen at the Geelong Still Common Brown females in abundance and Marbled 
Botanic, Gardens, then three and finally six. George Xenicas, but also Striped Xenicas and in the Otways 
Appleby described his find in detail: “Seen above a small Shouldered Brown and Solanders Brown, Spotted Brown in 
Araucaria and an abundantly flowering Ivory Curl the Anglesea Heath. 
(Buckinghamia) tree. Initially noticed by its flight: 2 quick Monarch too, this time one at little River Ripley Reserve. 


flaps then a long glide, repeated and including direction 

changes. It landed briefly on the Buckinghamia flowers and Observers: 

may have fed. Mainly washed out pale green colour with BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DTy, David 
black edges and single short club trailing each hindwing Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GP, Graham 


seen well through binoculars. At one stage, chased by a Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, Jonn Newman; 
Cabbage White butterfly which was similarly sized.’ Are JPo, Jenny Possingham; KBr, Karyn Brown; LBr, Lance 
they here to stay? The most exciting was a Tailed Brequet; RLw, Rod Lowther; TP, Trevor Pescott; Za, Troy 
Emperor, possibly a vagrant. It was clearly seen, Zanker; WCo, Wendy Cook. 

Macleay’s Swallowtail 17/3/22 Geelong Botanic Gardens | One GA 


19/3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | Three. Observed over an hour with the DTy, 
majority of time high overhead in TZa, 
fluttering and gliding flight. At time joined | KBr, JN 
by two other and in ‘combat’ with several 
Cabbage Whites. 


20/3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | One. Located along northern pathway DTy 
high overhead in gliding flight. At times in 
conflict with Cabbage Whites. Butterfly 
was landing very briefly on purple 
flowering Buddleia to feed and eventually 
settled on one flower enabling photos to 
be taken. 

26/3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | Six Swallowtails seen in three separate DTy, 
locations: along on the northern border, in | I Za, 
the central floor garden and in the 21st KBr, JN 


Century Garden. 
Dainty Swallowtail 2//3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | One on stage GP, JPo 
Splendid Ochre 1/3/22 Geelong Botanic Garden One. Fluttering around and landing in a DTy 


Metrosideros paludosa bush in the 21st 
Century garden. 


Barred Skipper 2/12/22 | Sluice Track, Brisbane One colourful specimen seen and JN 


Ranges NP, southern photographed on gravel track; overcast 
section mild 
right Shield-skipper | 26/2/22 | Anglesea Heath Six in heath near Bald Hills Rd GP, JPo 
19/3/22 | Lorne area One basked in a sunny spot along Big Hill | BL 
Track 
Green Grass-dart 20/2/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | 10. Many of these scattered across the JN 
gardens 
24/3/22 Ocean Grove Nature Four BML 
Reserve 
25/3/22 | Whinray Rd Meredith One on yellow lily flower WCo 
2/13/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | Two JPo 
Spotted Jezebel 10/3/22 | Gherang Gherang Reserve | Six. All flying around stringybark gum HSc, LBr 


blossom, but close to several mistletoe 
clumps. Edge of track. Late afternoon. 
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Imperial Jezebel 22/2/22 | Highton One seen late morning drifting over 
a Eon 


| ESE IE EE 


24999 | | Grasstree Park | Park Two Two in mistletoe = Two in mistletoe = GP, JPo 


E CEA Botanic Gardens One glided through 21st Century Garden | DTy, 
 Tza, KBr 
26/3/22 | Little River Ripley | Reserve Sua Attending flowering River TP 
Bottlebrush along with many Common 
Brown females. 
Australian Painted 24/3/22 | Grasstree Park —— GP,JPo 
Lady 


| 25/8/22 25/3/22 | Whinray Rd Meredith = Whinray Rd Meredith = Meredith 


Yellow Admiral Admiral 2/3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens E on Four on Buddieia GP, JPo JPo 


tada] Argus 22/2/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens At least one in the partere garden ee = 
on o 
O 18122 Western Treatment Plant 
a 19/3/22 | Whinray Rd Meredith Ona flying close to the ground A 


20/3/22 | Highton lat least 12 in suburban paddock late 
afternoon full sun, several pairs trying to 
mate 


Tailed Emperor 26/3/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


| One flying around the Bottle trees at the 
entrance way to the 21st Century 
Garden. Butterfly eventually landed in 
mid-storey to rest allowing for extended 
views and photos to be taken. 


Varied Sword-grass 26/2/22 Coogoorah Park Anglesea Three 
Brown 
| 26/2/22 Anglesea 10. Quite common along creek line near 
Gahnia 


Striped Xenica 19/3/22 Lorne area 20+ Many seen sunning on bushes along | BL 
the track to Cora Lynne Cascades from 
Blanket Leaf Picnic Ground 
| 20/3/22 | Otways, Mt Sabine Rd 20. Many beside the road in wire grass. 1 | GP, JPo 
or 2 also seen nearby at Blanket Leaf 
Picnic ground 
Common Brown 2/3/22 Barwon estuary 10. Many beside the road in wire grass. 1 | GP, JPo 
or 2 also seen nearby at Blanket Leaf 
Picnic Ground 
6/3/22 Bust near Whinray Rd 200 females 
| Meredith 


OS L 11/3/22 11/3/22 | Highton Highton [Two Two females 


— p Burchell Trail Steiglitz 
Historic Park 


At least 50, all females, disturbed ic A 


forest floor whilst walking along the 
Burchell Trail, 8.00—11.00 a.m. 
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Common Brown 20/3/22 | Barwon Downs 50. In Barwon Downs Bushland reserve, GP, JPo 
All female. Controlled burn in 2018. 


94899 Grasstree Park Park 40 40females GP, JPo JPo 
|e E Grove Nature |50. ee one male. 
Reserve 
‘Spotted Brown ‘Spotted Brown 26/2/22 26/2/22 | Anglesea Heath = Anglesea Heath = Two GP, JP JPo 


Shouldered Brown 26/2/22 | Coogoorah Park Anglesea | Tee E JPo 
19/3/22 | Benwerrin 10. several seen on Norman Track and and 
also other sites along the Benwerrin-Mt 
Sabine Rd. 
Solander’s Brown 19/3/22 | Benwerrin 20+. Many seen on a grassy rise beside 
the road that was lit by afternoon 
sunshine. 


Marbled Xenica ez pr Heath Many seen on Yan Wirring Mirr walking GP, JPo 
= L in the heath. 20. 


E Burchell Trail Steiglitz One very worn specimen 
Historic Park 
Chequered Copper 3/3/22 Long Forest En Males and females observed flying 
and feeding on Vittadinia sp. in 
| Jrassianas: 


Blotched Dusky Blue | 26/2/22 | Anglesea Heath GP, JPo 
Long-tailed Pea-blue | 22/2/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens One seen in 21st Century Gardens mid JN 
afternoon in sunshine. 
2/13/22 | Highton One. Suburban garden. Very interested in | GP 
Tomatillo. 


Common Grass-blue | 2/3/22 Barwon estuary 250. Abundant along the path near GP, JPo 


caravan park. Many in flowering 
Melaleuca sp. 


20/3/22 | Highton At least 20, probably more, in suburban JN 
paddock late afternoon full sun. 


Swallowtail butterfly on Buddleia flowers, Gbelona Botanic Gardens, 20/3/22 
Photo: Graham Possingham 
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| t has been an active period this last month with members 
uploading 840 observations and identifying 292 species 
in the GFNC Invertebrates Collection. The report highlights 
some of the observations within the period 17 February to 
20 March Project. 


| have looked to include several ant species in the 
highlights this month and some other creatures that have 
an ant connection. There were 35 ant observations, and 15 
species found this last month. In the GFNC collection, we 
have in total over 430 observations and 33 species of ants 
confirmed to be in our area. This is only a small 


Common Scientific Name | Date Location hit 
Name Observed 


Dracula Ants | Amblyopone 20/3/2022 


Pygmy 
Grasshopper 


Tetrix irrupta 


Macleay's Graphium 20/3/2022 | Geelong 
Swallowtail macleayanus Botanic 
Gardens 


Ant Flies Microdontinae 


Pied 
Lacewing 


Porismus 
Strigatus 


Camponotus 
intrepidus 


Giant Sugar 
Ant 
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o 


_ 
Pink-bellied Oenochroma 10/2/2022 Ocean Grove 
Moth vinarla 


9/2/2022 Durdidwarrah 
7 


o 
Ants 


Lichen Moth | Phaeophlebosia | 5/2/2022 Durdidwarrah | A common moth of southern coastal 
furcifera regions 


March 2022 invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 


percentage of the approximately 4000 species in Australia. 
This was an estimate based on a laylor and Brown study 
in 1985 where they classified Australian ant species into 9 
subfamilies / 95 genera. We are thankful to iNaturalist 
identifier ‘oneanttofew from Central Victoria who has 
helped us with identifying the majority of our members’ 
observations. 


The full list of highlighted observations for this month can 
be viewed by clicking on the following link Invertebrates 
Highlights, while | have also included a link to this month's 
Species List for readers should they wish to review. 


baad 


A called because the adult ants drink 
the blood of their prey to feed their 
larvae. This ant nests in soil, under 
rocks and the wood of rotten logs In 
moist areas. Lacking a large nest, It 
rather lives in small brood satellite 
nests dispersed over an area. 
Workers can reproduce within this 
colony structure without a queen. 

The most common Pygmy 
Grasshopper in Victoria. Small size 
with species living around waterways 
or damp areas feeding on algae. An 
ancient family group often difficult to 
find as able due to cryptic colouration 
to mimick leaves, stones and twigs. 


otrong flyer rarely seen beyond 
Melbourne. A late season observation. 


A member of the Hover Fly family. 
This subfamily so called as their 
larvae live in the nest of ants where 
they predate their hosts. 


The larvae feed on grevillea, banksia 
and hakea plants and are more often 
seen than the adult moth. 

One of the more common species of 
the Steam Lacewing (Osmylidae) 
family within Victoria, seen around 
creek areas as the larvae are aquatic 
predators. The adults are sap feeds 
and mainly seen between Feb and 
April. 

Second most common sugar ant 
within Victoria after the Banded Sugar 
Ant. They build nests with wood by 
chewing out cavities; however, they 


don't eat the wood. They farm aphids 
to collect sugary fluid which they take 
back to the nest. 


Rainbow ants so called because of 
their blue-green iridescent sheen. 
Large underground nest protected by 
aggressive workers. Some species 
also Known as Meat Ants given a 
colony can consume a dead mammal 
within weeks. Some species are 
associated with butterflies. 


Golden-tailed Camponotus 3/3/2022 Long Forest Sugar Ant found in forest and woodland BL 
Sugar Ant aeneopilosus areas. Active during the day, workers can 
vary in size, but all have the distinctive 
golden haired gaster (abdomen section) 
spider Ants Anonychomyrma 26/2/2022 | Yaugher Species nests in ground or in trees (living and | JP 
dead wood). Have conspicuous trails 
collecting plant juices or undertaking general 
predator activity. Some species associated 
with butterflies. Ants can release strong, 
acrid odour as a defence measure. 
Banksia Jewel Cyrioides 2/12/2022 | Yaugher A beetle described in 1801 by Johan JP 
Beetle imperialis Christian Fabricius, an eminent 18th century 
entomologist who visited London from 
Denmark to study Banks’ collection. 


False Meadow Conocephalomim | 28/2/2022 | Geelong One of the more common Katydids in a 

Katydid a barameda West variety of habitats, ranging from coastal heath 
to subalpine and wet forest areas. Diurnal 
insect seen around flowering eucalypts where 
it preys on small insects. 


Fiddler Beetle Eupoecila 20/2/2022 | St Leonards A colourful member of the scarab beetle 
australasiae family and so called as its body pattern looks 
like a violin! 


Black Jumper Myrmecia pilosula | 17/2/2022 | Inverleigh Known for its ability to jump long distances. A | RLw 

Ant large ant with workers and males about the 
same size. Often in dry open forest 
surrounded by gravel and sandy soils. 
Capable of stinging and venom causes 
localised pain and there have been cases of 
human fatalities from adverse reaction. 

Blue Ant Diamma bicolor 17/2/2022 | Murgheboluc | Notan ant but a Tiphid wasp. Photo shows a 
male winged individual while the photo 
labelled ‘Subfamily Thynninae is likely 
wingless female. The female more often 
seen patrolling in gardens and grasslands, 
hunting crickets to lay larvae. It feeds on 
nectar and Is also a plant pollinator. 

Feather-horned Rhipicera 24/2/2022 | Lorne The larva of this beetle burrows through the 

Beetle femorata ground, looking for and eating cicada larvae. 
It pupates into beetles with feathered 
antennae being used to detect pheromones 
emitted by females. 


Argentine Ant Linepithema 22/2/2022 | Manna Gum Invasive species now across all continents TP 
humile Place except Antarctica. Seldom do colonies attack 
each other compared with other ant species. 
They can take over other ant nests and form 
super colonies as they are not so good at 
digging their own nest in soil. Argentine Ants 
constantly fight with other ant species to 
displace them. 
Pygmy Ground Genus Bolbe 22/2/2022 | Manna Gum Widespread across Australia in dry and TP 
Mantises Place tropical regions. Little is known about the 
behaviour of this species. 


Lichen Moth Asura cervicalis 20.2.2022 Common moth during February and 
March. The larvae have been 
observed on ficus, acacia and eucalyptus 
species, but is suspected of feeding only on 
the Lichens on the trunks and branches of 
Wingless Phaulacridium 19/2/2022 | Little River Most common species of grasshopper in 
Grasshopper vittatum Australia. Only the nymph is wingless. Adults 
can be short- or long-winged, but rarely flies. 
There are 5 different patterned morphs. 
Does not feed on grass but rather herbs, 
shrubs, and some tree leaves. Large 
numbers can be about. 
Green-head Ant | Rhytidoponera 19/2/2022 | Little River This species has been well studied. They 
metallica have a broad diet and are good scavengers 
but in a less organised manner compared 
with the Meat Ants mentioned previously. 
Green-head Ants can share an area with 
Meat Ants, the latter being the more 
dominant. 
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Cyrioides imperialis False Meadow Katydid 
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Blue Ant Feather-horned Beetle 


Asura cervicalis 


Thanks to the following members who submitted observations 
during this reporting period: 


AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; CPo, Cathy Powers; CWh, Chris White; DAp, Dale 
Appleton; DBo, David Boyle; DCk, David Cook; DE, Deborah 
Evans; DFa, David Flanagan; DHI, Donna Hall; DIT y, David 
Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 
HSc, Helen Schofield; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, Jonn Newman; JP, 
Jenny Possingham; KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; LBc, Lindy Buckley; 
LCI, Lynne Clarke; LFo, Lachie Forbes; LPh Lorraine Phelan; 
MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie 
McDonald; NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RAu, 
Ross Auchetti; RLw, Rod Lowther; SKr, Susan Kruss; SRo, 
scott Rolph; THi, Tracey Hinton; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCC, 
Wendy and Colin Cook. 
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Subfamily Thynninae 
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Pygmy Ground Mantises 


Green-head Ant 
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Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member-only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must join 
the Project, and this can be done when you enter your 
iNaturalist account. You need only register once. 
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March 2022 bird observations—some highlights 


he passing of summer's heat and the loss of early 

morning sunlight in recent weeks herald the onset of 
autumn. The still days, sunshine with less intensity and 
calm waters mark autumn with a beauty all of its own. Bird 
life over this season similarly has its own special appeal, 
most obviously marked by bird movement to and from our 
region. Some birds disperse after breeding in the cool 
forests of the Otway Ranges, whilst others that breed in 
Tasmania arrive seeking the somewhat milder climate of 
southern Victoria for winter. Some of these species will 
remain here for the whole winter, others are passing 
through en route to a milder climate further north. Some 
species arrived in spring from Australia’s north to escape 
the intense heat and rain that summer brings to breed in 
our relatively milder summer locales. Many of these 
species are now heading north to continue the cycle. All in 
all it's a very exciting place to be at the moment and the 
many sightings submitted to our Club web-site and via 
eBird illustrate many of these movements. 


The Geelong Botanic Gardens has long been known as a 
bird haven from late summer through autumn and into 
winter when wonderful species not often seen in urban 
Geelong arrive and can be enjoyed by the keen observer. 
Many of these species follow a predictable arrival date and 
so can be anticipated fairly accurately. If we consider the 
line graphs generated in eBird from data submitted for 


Eastern Park https://ebird.org/australia/barchart? 


r=L2549826&bmo=1&emo=12&byr=2000&eyr=2022&spp= 
ruffan1 and Geelong Botanic Gardens https://ebird.orq/ 


australia/barchart? 

r=L3637443&bmo=1 &emo=12&byr=2000&eyr=2022&spp= 
ruffan1 from 2000 to the present we discover Rufous 
Fantails, often seen in the shady rainforest garden, may 
arrive in the second week of February with a peak in the 
third week of March. Rose Robins arrive in the first week 
in March, reaching a peak in the third week of March with 
records continuing on and off through to the second week 
of August. So far, in 2022, at least two Rose Robins have 
been seen, one with a lovely deep pink breast. A female 
Satin Flycatcher was an unexpected delight for a patient 
careful observer. Also in the Gardens Golden Whistlers, 
Eastern Spinebills and good numbers of Grey Fantails 
have been noted, the latter mostly passing through. A total 
of ten Brown Thornbills, including some juveniles being 
fed, was a record high number for the species in long- 
running surveys at this site. A female Superb Fairywren 
was also an unusual bird for the Gardens, perhaps 
wandering from Limeburners Point. In recent days a much- 
anticipated Pink Robin, as usual a ‘brown bird’, has turned 
up, and perhaps we may be treated to a Bassian Thrush 
in coming weeks in the Geelong Botanic Gardens. 


Many other great sightings have flooded in from far and 
wide. Gang-gang Cockatoos are being seen widely 
around the suburbs enjoying fruiting trees, expertly 
extracting the seeds from the fleshy fruit. Many sightings 
comprise small, presumably family groups. A Painted 
Buttonquail seen in the Otway Ranges was in surprising 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


wet forest habitat, and a pair of Powerful Owls located 
close to Forrest was a treat. Rose Robins have also been 
observed through the wetter areas of Forrest and Apollo 
Bay recently. Rufous Fantails have also been located ‘on 
passage’ as far afield as Bellbrae, Ironbark Basin and 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Ocean Grove has also 
been the scene of another Satin Flycatcher record and 
our first Swift Parrots for the season. Nearby at Barwon 
Heads, a lone White-throated Needletail was seen ahead 
of a thunderstorm. 


Silvereyes have been more numerous in recent weeks, 
some sporting the rich rufous flanks of the Tasmanian 
lateralis subspecies. Varied Sitellas at Ironbark Basin 
were a great find and a noisy flock of Yellow Thornbills in 
a suburban park in Newtown were busy in the company of 
Brown Thornbills and Spotted Pardalotes. Several Grey 
Fantails of the Tasmanian subspecies a/biscapa were 
seen around Apollo Bay sporting darker sooty grey 
plumage and minimal white in the tail. 


A young Kelp Gull at Apollo Bay was very satisfying and 
four Red Knots at Lake Victoria was a good record for the 
last weeks of the migratory wader season. A record of 
2/50 Australian Shelduck at Lake Murdeduke made a 
fabulous sight and a lone Latham’s Snipe at Jerringot in 
Belmont must have been pretty well the last to leave for 
the breeding grounds back in Japan. Breamlea saltmarsh 
continues to provide good habitat for Buff-banded Rail, 
Spotless Crake and Australian Spotted Crake. 


Raptors continue to captivate and excite! Wedge-tailed 
Eagles were recorded in several locations over the 
Bellarine Peninsula including 4 together over Collendina. A 
Peregrine Falcon was enjoyed at Apollo Bay as were 
several sightings of white morph Grey Goshawks, 
including an adult female in Eastern Park, with unidentified 
prey in its feet, which had at least eight other species very 
agitated. A Black Falcon at Winchelsea was a great 
record and a big surprise as it languidly circled into view 
causing a big stir amongst the 4000 Little Corellas in the 
vicinity. The observer returned later in the day and found at 
least 5000 Little Corellas but, alas, no Black Falcon! 
Australian Hobby records have also been widespread 
through March from a wide variety of habitats and 
locations including a juvenile loudly chasing and harassing 
a second bird, presumably an adult or sibling with food. 


Once more we sincerely thank all who take the time to 
observe, record and submit their interesting and important 
sightings so that we can all enjoy learning what people are 
seeing as well as continuing to add to our picture of the 
wonderful birds of our region. Please log-in to maximise 
your enjoyment of our web-site hitos://www.gfnc.org.au/ 
observations/bird-observations and especially the 
opportunities afforded by the eBird web-site https:// 


ebird.org/australia/nome 
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A Summer S observation of freshwater free-living protozoa, single-celled algae 
and cyanobacteria in the Geelong and Moolap region 


O ver the summer period 106 observations for 65 
species identifications were made and uploaded to 
iNaturalist into the project ‘Microscopic Microbes’. This 
project has 226 members globally and is curated by Shane 
Smith from the USA. Incidentally he has his own YouTube 
channel ‘Shane’s microscope’ which is excellent. Helpfully 
there are several professional and amateur expert 
members who frequently check the project to assist in 
species identification. 


Protozoa can roughly be divided into three broad groups— 
flagellates, ciliates and amoebozoa, with flagellates divided 
again roughly into autotrophic and heterotrophic 
organisms. Ciliates can be roughly classified according to 
the number and location of cilia and cirri, and amoeba by 
type of pseudopodia and with or without a test. Single- 
celled algae can be motile or planktonic and solitary or 
colonial. Again, this is only a rough guide. Protozoa and 
algae are eukaryotic as opposed to the much smaller 
prokaryotic bacteria. 


Several sites were selected for their relative ease of 
access. All sites were constructed wetlands. A sample of 
water and substrate, typically a water plant such as 
Potamogeton spp. or bottom detritus, was scooped into a 
preserving jar. Usually, a temperature reading was 
recorded, which ranged from 18°C to 30°C. 


A drop of the sample water by pipette and a fragment of 
plant matter was placed into the well of a microscope slide 
and cover slip placed on top. A brightfield trinocular 
microscope utilising 100, 200, 400 and 600 magnification 
and digital camera captured images and video. Reference 
books were consulted for an attempt at genus and species 
identification, then the images were uploaded to iNaturalist. 
Usually, a check by an interested member could be 


Taxa observed/ identified 


Colepidae 


David Flanagan 


expected within a day or so but sometimes within a matter 
of minutes or hours. This was helpful as identifying 
protozoa and algae can be difficult from images alone. 
Keeping the jar out of direct sunlight led to a gradual 
breakdown of the substrate plant encouraging a bacterial 
bloom leading to a consequent explosion in protozoa 
diversity and numbers. Different species tended to favour 
different habitats within the jar representing anoxic or 
oxygenated environments. For example, the ciliate 
Paramecium love decaying plant matter and could reach 
huge numbers making photography of slow or static 
subjects difficult as they careened about the slide. Coleps, 
a ciliate, would be attracted to dead invertebrates and 
could be found around squashed worms and rotifers. 
Euglenoid flagellates such as Phacus and diatoms 
favoured eutrophic conditions, whereas photosynthetic 
desmids preferred cleaner water; indeed the type of 
microscopic population of a body of water can indicate the 
relative health of such. Some species seem to appear at 
different times in the season, for example the huge ciliate 
Stentor appeared in early summer for a few weeks then 
died off, though a proper study over a longer period and a 
diversity of sites would need to be undertaken to establish 
this observation. 


Protozoa and algae ranged in size from about 20 to 300— 
900 microns. A properly calibrated microscope is needed to 
measure an organism's size as sometimes size can assist 
in species identification. All the species observed were 
cosmopolitan in distribution and it could be there are few if 
any endemic species. 


The cooler months bring a die off of most populations and | 
will be observing this decline. 


Netzelia gramen 
Micrasterias laticeps Mastigamoeba 
Ankistrodesmus Caenomorpha 


Closterium kuetzingii 
Scuticociliatia 


Oligohymenophorea Lembadionidae 


Sorastrum americanum Blepharisma 


Lembadion 


Lepocinclis spirogyra Rhabdomonas mirabilis 


Botryococcus Phacus 
Intramacronucleata Actinophryida 


Distigma 


Phacus torta 


Dimorphococcus lunatus Loxophyllum meleagris Merotricha bacillata 


Loxophyllum Petalomonas alata Closterium 


Coelastrum 


Closterium 


Philodinidae Cristigera penardi 


Tetraedriella 
Kirchneriella lunaris Vannella 


Tribonema 


Gonium pectorale Chaetophoropsis 


Chilodonellidae 


Gonium pectorale Heteronema spirale 


Lacrymarlidae Thiopedia rosea Botryococcus braunii 


Litonotus 


Chromatium 


Lepocinclis marssonii 


Ankistrodesmus Hypotrichia Trachelomonas hexangulata 
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Desmodesmus abundans | Arcellinida 
Arcola gobos |w O S 


Ciliate: Blepharisma Flagellate: Euglenozoa 
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Flagellate: Mallomonas Flagellate: Heteronema spirale 


Heliozoan: Actinophryida Testate amoeba: Arcella gibbosa 
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Plant Group survey 
Monday 11 April 2022 
Barwon Water Bellarine Basin site, Wallington 


Leaders: Barry and Bernie Lingham 


The Barwon Water Bellarine Basin served as a water 
storage facility from the 1930s but has recently been 
decommissioned in preparation to becoming a public use 
facility. A draft masterplan and suggested activities has 
been released for public comment. 


The 39 ha site includes an area of remnant Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodland and a healthy wetland zone, as well as extensive 
areas of non-indigenous plantings. Barwon Water has 
granted permission for us to visit and conduct an informal 
vegetation assessment. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the site entrance on Swan Bay Rd, 0.8 
km east of Grubb Rd. 

A welcome and safety briefing will be conducted 
before we drive to the wetland area. 

10.20 a.m. morning tea on site 

10.40 a.m. move to the grassy woodland site to 
conduct further flora surveys 


12.00 p.m. depart. 


We will photograph and list as many plant species as 
possible. Some specimens will be gathered for study at the 
Plant Group Meeting on Tuesday 12 April. 


Bring: Morning tea, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, 
solid footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, camera, hand lens, field guides will all be 
useful. 


Important Notes—please check carefully: 


To allow accurate planning, please confirm your intention to 
attend by emailing or SMS to Barry 0417 115 109 or 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


We anticipate that there will be no restrictions on numbers 
attending. However, some COVID-19 restrictions apply 
during this excursion. 


To comply with Barwon Water policy, all participants must 
sign in via smart phone to a website and complete some 
details including any recent exposure to COVID-19 and 
evidence of being full vaccinated. 


Closed shoes, long pants and long sleeves are mandatory. 
Hi-Vis jackets will be supplied to wear on site. 


Please always check the GFNC Website or Facebook 
page close to the excursion date for more 
information. 


GFNC Plant Group meeting 
Tuesday 12 April 2022 
Plants from the Bellarine Basin survey 


8.00 p.m. at the GFNC Club Rooms 


We will be meeting at the GFNC Club Rooms off Holt Rd 
East Geelong to review and identify plants seen at the plant 
survey held the previous day. Some specimens will be 
examined in detail and photographs of species will be 
identified. 


A species list will be provided to Barwon Water to assist 
with their future plans for the site. 
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GFNC excursion 
Sunday 24 April 2022 


Anakie Gorge-Stony Creek, Brisbane 
Ranges 


Leaders: David Boyle and Barry Lingham 


This excursion provides the opportunity to walk the 3 
km from Anakie Gorge Picnic Area along Stony creek 
towards the Stony Creek camping ground. Plants, 
birds, insects and geological formations are on offer. 
Relatively easy walking on a well-made track. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Anakie Gorge picnic area. 


Coming from Geelong via Anakie and the 
otaughton Vale Road, turn off Staughton Vale 
Road for a short drive on gravel road to the 
Anakie Gorge Picnic Area. Allow sufficient time 
as the location is about 40 minutes from 
central Geelong. There is plenty of parking, 
picnic facilities and toilets at the Picnic area. 


Bring: Morning tea and lunch. Wet weather gear if 
necessary, plus hat, sunscreen, insect 
repellent. Your binoculars, camera and field 
guides for plants and birds as appropriate. 


Finish: around 2.00 p.m. 
Contact: David Boyle 0425 815 667 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 28 April 2022 
Gum Flats Road, Anglesea 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 


This month we will be heading to Gum Flats Road, 
Anglesea to do some birding in an area between Cecil 
Track and Woodland Track, which was once the site of 
the old Geelong Rifle Range. It was closed around 25 
years ago and has become a nature reserve. 


Parks Victoria have decided to turn it into a public 
camping ground but work hasnt commenced yet. This 
will give us a last chance to see what birds are around 
before the area is changed, which will probably include 
some tree lopping and vegetation removal. If time 
permits, we may also explore a small section of 
Harrison Track North which is just a short distance 
away, and also do some birding along Gum Flats 
Road. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the corner of Forest Road and 
Gum Flats Road, Anglesea. 

Bring: Binoculars, water, morning tea and/or lunch, 
and a seat. Wear appropriate clothing for the 
weather. 

Finish: around 12 noon. 


Contact: Cheryl West Lau 


email: cwesty@iprimus.com.au 
Mobile 0428 758 567 


Coming events 
Event listings are based on current knowledge of COVID lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


APRIL 2022 MAY 2022 
5 AGM—Members Night: Andy McCauley from the ‘Save 3 General Meeting: Mark Rodrigue—20 years of Marine 
Karaaf Wetlands campaign National Parks in Victoria 
7-10 Fauna survey: Bambra 5-8 Fauna survey: TBC 
11 Plant Group: Bellarine Peninsula survey 10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora— Jennifer 
12 Plant Group Workshop: plants from Bellarine Peninsula Dearnaley: Wadawurrung Ethnobotany 
21 (Z) Bird Group: Laura Tan—Little Raven predation of Little 15 Excursion: Inverleigh NCR 
Penguins/ Glossy Black-Cockatoos 16 Meeting: Conservation Subcommittee if needed 
24 Excursion: Brisbane Ranges—Anakie Gorge 19 Bird Group: Andrew Bennett—TBC 
26 Meeting (Tue): New committee 21-22 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
28 Bird Group Excursion: Anglesea 26 Bird Group Excursion: Pt Addis and Ironbark Basin 
29—May 2 City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 28-29 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 


President Vacant 

Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate past President Rod Lowther 

Secretary Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 

Treasurer Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 

Minutes Secretary Kristine Kristensen kristinedawn@gmail.com 

Committee Members Trevor Hodson doctiny@bigpond.com 
Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


Tracey Hinton 
Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 
Chris White 


tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer Deborah Evans deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair Rod Lowther rod.lowther@live.com 
Publications and Communication Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Subcommittee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


morrowjanes@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan lohelan@bigpond.com 
Web-master Graham Possingham info@gfnc.org.au 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


General Meeting Minutes 


info@gfnc.org.au 


Program Coordinator Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 

Bird Group Craig Morley craigmorleyoS@bigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott ppescott@gmail.com 

Plant Group Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Club Convenors: 


General Meetings Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 
General excursions Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 
Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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